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Our Lenten/Holy Week/Easter Services Schedule
“Listening to Jesus: The Seven Last Words from the Cross.”

February 18th: 7pm — Ash Wednesday
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." (Luke 23:34)

February 25th: 7pm
"Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." (Luke 23:43)

March 4th: 7pm
"Woman, behold your son!" and "Behold your mother!" (John 19:26-27)

March 11th: 7pm
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34)

March 18th: 7pm
The Free Lutheran Bible College Choir will be with us this evening and our Lenten service will
be a concert of sacred music and testimony by the students.

March 25th: 7pm
"I thirst." (John 19:28)

Holy Week/Easter

April 2nd: 7pm — Maundy Thursday
"It is finished." (John 19:30) April 5th - Easter Sunday

) ) ) Sunrise Worship Service — 7:00am
April 3rd: 12pm(noon) — Good Friday Service Easter Breakfast — 8:15am
“Scripture & Song” (Reading of the Passion History) Children’s Easter Egg Hunt -9:15am

. . ) ) Sunday School — 9:30am
April 3rd: 7pm — Good Friday Evening Service Morning Worship Service — 10:30am

“Father, into your hands I commit My Spirit.”
(Luke 23:46)




‘“The Royal Road”
(By Thomas ‘a Kempis)

“There will always be many who love Christ’s heavenly kingdom, but few who will
bear His cross. Jesus has many who desire consolation, but few who care for adversi-
ty. He finds many to share His table, but few who will join Him in fasting. Many are
eager to be happy with Him; few wish to suffer anything for Him. Many will follow
Him as far as the breaking of bread, but few will remain to drink from His passion.
Many are awed by His miracles; few accept the shame of His cross.

Pastor Steven Carlson
Many love Christ as long as they encounter no hardship; many praise and bless Him
as long as they receive some comfort from Him. But if Jesus hides Himself and leaves them for a while,
they either start complaining or become dejected. Those, on the contrary, who love Him for His own
sake and not for any comfort of their own, praise Him both in trial and anguish of heart as well as in the
bliss of consolation. Even if Jesus should never comfort them, they would continue to praise and thank
Him. What power there is in a pure love for Jesus — love that is free from all self-interest and self-love!

Take up your cross; therefore, and follow Jesus, and you will inherit everlasting life. Behold, in the cross
is everything, and upon your dying on the cross everything depends. There is no other way to life and to
true inward peace than the way and discipline of the cross.

Realize that to know Christ you must lead a dying life. The more you die to yourself, the more you will
live unto God. You will never enjoy heavenly things unless you are ready to suffer hardship for Christ.
Nothing is more acceptable to God, nothing more helpful for you on this earth. When there is a choice to
be made, take the narrow way. This alone will make you more like Christ.”

This is an abbreviated portion from Thomas ‘a Kempis’ longer writing of “The Royal Road.” I read it as
part of my personal Lenten reading from the book, “Bread and Wine.” ‘A Kempis is most famous for his
book, “The Imitation of Christ.” He was devoted to following Christ and was deeply concerned for the
devotional life of Christians. He was German-Dutch and lived in Germany between 1380 — 1471. As 1
read his entire piece, I thought of how shallow much of evangelical Western Christianity is today.
Indeed, how shallow and spiritually self-centered we all are as we struggle to follow Christ for the sake
of Christ alone, rather than keeping a close eye on “what is in it for us.” We so easily become “consumer
Christians” rather than committed disciples of Jesus who desire to follow Him anywhere, even to the
cross, because of WHO He is. This Lenten Season, each day, let’s seek to take up the cross of Christ, not
to save ourselves, but to be sanctified in Christ, as we walk “The Royal Road” with Jesus.

“Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up
his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My
sake will find it.” - Matthew 16:24,25

Journeying on “The Royal Road” together in Christ,
Pastor Carlson




Fifth Sunday Potluck this month!

We will be holding a “Fifth Sunday” potluck on Sunday, March 29th.
It will be in the PCC at 12:00 p.m. Stay tuned for more details on

what to bring (or just bring yourself!). We really hope to see everyone
come and enjoy a good time together!

Canal Winchester Human Services “Baskets of Hope” program
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We will again be participating in the Canal Winchester Human Services
project called “Baskets of Hope”. Through this program, CWHS will be
providing Easter baskets to children in need around the area.

This year they are looking for donations of bubbles and sidewalk chalk
for about 50-60 baskets. If you would like to participate, please bring
your items to the church by March 15th and put them in the designated

box at the back of the Sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity!

First Service (8:00 a.m.)
March 1 Fred Voigt
March 8 MaKenna Cassidy

March 15 Micah Haverfield

March Acolyte Schedule

Second service (10:30 a.m.)

will alternate

March 22 Laurie Haverfield
March 29 Andy Young

Eli Hess and Becky Mosher-Wheeler

arch “Bible In One Year” Reading Schedule

03/01/26
03/02/26
03/03/26
03/04/26
03/05/26
03/06/26
03/07/26
03/08/26
03/09/26
03/10/26
03/11/26

03/12/26

03/13/26

03/14/26

Exodus 29-30
Exodus 31-33
Exodus 34-35
Exodus 36-38
Exodus 39-40
Job 1-2

Job 3-4

Job 5-7

Job 8-10

Job 11-13

Job 14-16

Job 17-19

Job 20-21
Job 22-24

James 1
James 2
James 3
James 4
James 5
1Cor. 1
1Cor. 2
1Cor. 3
1Cor. 4
1.Cor: 5
1 Cor. 6

1Cor.7
1Cor. 8

03/15/26

03/16/26
03/17/26

03/18/26
03/19/26
03/20/26
03/21/26

03/22/26
03/23/26
03/24/26
03/25/26
03/26/26
03/27/26
03/28/26
03/29/26
03/30/26
03/31/26

Job 25-27
Job 28-29
Job 30-31
Job 32-33
Job 34-35
Job 36-37
Job 38-40
Job 41-42
Prov.
Prov.
Prov.
Prov.
Prov. 10-12
Prov. 13-15
Prov. 16-18
Prov. 19-21
Prov. 22-24
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1 Cor. 9
1 Cor. 10

1 Cor. 11

1 Cor. 12
1 Cor. 13

1 Cor. 14

1 Cor. 15
1 Cor. 16
Titus 1
Titus 2
Titus 3
Heb. 1
Heb. 2
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. Pastor reflected on how much has taken place at the church in just 5

FROM THE COUNCIL

weeks. The Valentine’s dinner, Family Bible Night, and the Children’s
Bible and Craft Class have all been great times of fellowship and learning.
We continue to have visitors most weeks. He is soliciting suggestions for
future adult Sunday School topics. Pastor went over the Lent Season schedule, including the FLBC

Choir performance on March 18th.

The Finance Committee chair reported that the January General fund income is less than in 2025.
However, there is one less Sunday this year, and we had a lot of snow that has curbed attendance. A
motion was made and passed to correct mismatches in two asset funds in the financial software.
Lilane Fox was removed from church bank accounts and Earl Staffan was added (Council president

is put on church accounts).

The Parish Life Committee chair shared the finalized schedule of events for the year to be added to

the church calendar. Parish Life will help take care of meals for the
AFLBC choir so $200 was approved for food.

The Property Committee chair reported that we required a lot more than
usual in snow removal costs (and he removed a lot himself?). Several of
the tube light bulbs in the PCC were replaced. Greg passed on estimates
from providers concerning HVAC work for the church. The mechanical
room in the church was cleaned and old/un-needed items thrown away.
The Social Concerns Committee chair reported that we will participate
in the CW Human Services “Baskets of Hope” program. They are re-
questing bubbles and sidewalk chalk for 50-60 baskets. Sign-up sheets
for helping at Foundation Dinners are on the tables in the church. The
PDHC baby bottles will be picked up on 2/24.

The Youth Committee chair reported that they made over $1500 from
the Valentine’s dinner for the FLY fund. Youth meetings will resume in
March.

The Education Committee chair reported that all current programs are
going smoothly. Leslie Hall started a Bible Lesson/Craft class in the
church basement to be held every Friday afternoon. There were 19 chil-
dren in attendance for the first class. Kay Knode and Nikki Hall helped.
The Stewardship Committee chair reported that they will continue to
meet at 2pm. They approved sending $2000 to Samaritan’s Purse for ice
storm relief.

The Worship Committee chair reported that they are discussing going
back to real candles for Christmas Eve services. They are working on
Lent/Holy Week special music and will also be looking at incorporating
more liturgy into worship services (subject to Council approval).

The Evangelism Committee chair reported that they will have a meeting
concerning the live nativity on 2/21.

PCC usage was approved for Kennedy Sherman, the 4-H group, and Ja-
net Morris. The Lent offerings will go to Compassionate Hope mission,
except for March 18th. Those will go to the FLBC choir, as they will
perform at that service.

March lectors

March 1

8:00am—Micah Haverfield
10:30am—Jeremy Hess

March 8

8:00am—1Jackie Cassidy
10:30am—Stephanie Fox

March 15

8:00am—Sean Moneypenny
10:30am—Lee Pinkerton

March 22
8:00am—Lisa Schacht
10:30am—Stephanie Fox

March 29

8:00am—Amy Murray
10:30am—Nikki Hall

Peace Free Lutheran Church
Financials Through January 2026

You may request a copy of the

Council Minutes and Financial reports

B General Fund Income: $16,394

Church ceneral Fund Expenditures: $21,107
FINANCES
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from the church office.




Another Great Spaghetti Dinner by our Youth!

The Spaghetti Dinner/Bingo
night was a lot of fun! Includ-
ing the “To-Go” option, we
served around 90 meals and
raised in excess of $1500.
Thank you all for your gener-
" osity in helping our youth

' participate in the 2027 FLY
~convention.

| Many thanks as well to those
who donated their planning,

. decorating, cooking (Greg,
the sauce was spectacular!),
baking, and clean-up skills to
#a make this night a success!
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Special Event Wednesday
March 18th!

The Free Lutheran Bible College
(FLBC) vocal choir will perform at
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 18th
in the sanctuary. The choir consists of
34 students, 18 women and 16
men. This will be the second time the
& choir has traveled to Ohio to share their
beautiful music. The FLBC Music
& Program seeks both to equip future
| congregational music leaders AND to
foster musical confidence in every stu-
~ dent. Continuing its long-held tradition
of great student involvement, a majori-
ty of the student body participates in at least one aspect of the music program.

Housing Needs:

Our congregation will be providing housing for the students and staff the night of the 18th and so we are ask-
ing for volunteers to help with the accommodations. We will introduce the hosts to their students right after
the concert. The hosts will then take their students home for the night and bring them back to the PCC by
7:45 am on the 19th (the next morning). Breakfast will be provide for the staff, students, and hosts starting at
7:45 am. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the back of the sanctuary. Please indicate how many stu-
dents you may house and whether you can house women or men. As of February 25th, we have arrangements
made for the staff and half of the students. We only have approximately 13 students yet to house. Thank you
for your prayerful consideration, and thank you to those that have already generously responded! If you have
any questions, please contact Greg Leitch at 614-623-5533.

L %> Dear Peace Family, [ would like to send a very big thank you to everyone for praying for

@ @; me during my recent hospitalization. I still do not have any idea what it is that set oftf such
TI%%]‘EK & a strong allergic reaction as I have not been allergic to anything in my life until recently. 1
@~ ﬁzﬁj’ also have never been hospitalized for anything, ever, except having babies. It was a very
e 295 scary and uncertain couple of days. I still have a road ahead of me in figuring out what
caused this but am thankful for all of you praying me through it. Thank you, Pastor Steve
for coming to the hospital and talking and praying over me. Blessings, Jennyfer Young

Y

3.

V-‘.\))\
B

Thank you to everyone who attended the Valentine’s Day Spaghetti Dinner! The youth truly enjoyed serv-
ing the congregation and are so thankful for the generous donations that will be used to fund their trip to
the 2027 FLY conference in Colorado. Through your donations we were able to raise over $1,500! God’s
blessings, Sarah Hess.

Dear Church family, thank you so much for your prayers, cards and concern for me during my recent
heart procedure. The Great Physician was with me when I went into the operating room as well as being
with me every day. Our God is an awesome God! God's blessings. Debbie Crawford

Thank you for all of the prayers, cards, and support we have received over the course of Bob’s diag-
nosis and (successful) surgery. We are blessed to have such a loving church family. God’s blessings,
Bob and Carolyn Johnston

Greetings to my church family! The surgery was successful and the resulting pain was not nearly what
I had expected; it was so much less. Thank you for all your prayers, cards and meals during this time of
recovery. A special thank you to Patty Bond of Helping Hands for coordinating the meals. Everything
was delicious! Your sister in Christ, Chelle Coleman




Chocolate Sundae Crunch
From “Cooking with Calvary”

Crust

1 c. flour

1/4 c. firmly packed brown sugar
1/2 c. butter

1/2 ¢. chopped nuts

Filling

1 (3 3/4 oz. pkg.) instant French vanilla or vanilla Toppin

pudding mix 3 Tbsp. evaporated or whole milk
1 c. milk

1/2 c. chocolate chips

2 c. (1 pt.) vanilla ice cream, slightly softened 1/2 c. miniature marshmallows

Directions:

Crust:

In large mixing bowl, combine flour and brown sugar. Cut in butter until crumbly, then stir in the nuts.
Spread the crumb mixture in an ungreased 8 or 9 inch square baking pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 25-30
minutes until light golden brown. Cool completely. Crumble the baked mixture, reserving 1/2 cup for
topping. Spread and lightly press remaining crumbs in the same baking pan.

Filling:

In a large mixing bowl, combine dry pudding mix with milk. Beat for 2 minutes at low speed, scraping the
sides of the bowl frequently. Add softened ice cream and blend at low speed just until the mixture is smooth
and creamy. Pour over the crumb crust and sprinkle the top with reserved crumbs.

Topping:

In medium saucepan, combine the evaporated milk, chocolate chips, and marshmallows. Cook over
medium heat, stirring constantly, until chocolate pieces and marshmallows are melted. Drizzle over the
crumb crust and filling. Refrigerate for at least 2 hours. This dessert may also be frozen. To use, move from
the freezer to the refrigerator for 2 hours before serving, or let stand at room temperature for 1/2 hour.

9 ¢ o5

Enjoy! T %

Step by Step He does not lead me year by year ~ And I am glad that it is so.

By Nor even day by day. Today's enough to bear;
Barbara C. But step by step my path unfolds;  And when tomorrow comes, His grace
Ryberg My Lord directs my way. Shall far exceed its care.
Tomorrow's paths I do not know, What need to worry then, or fret?
I only know this minute; The God who gave His Son
But He will say, "This is the way, Holds all my moments in His hand
By faith now walk ye in it.” And gives them, one by one.

10



Children’s Bible Lesson and Craft Class in session!

The class is on Fridays from 4:30-5:30 pm in
the lower level of the church building and
will run through July. It is for children aged 3
years old through sixth grade. The theme is
Jesus A-Z, and each week the kids will learn
about a name, title, or attribute of Jesus corre-
sponding to each letter of the alphabet. Then
they will do a craft to help reinforce what
they have learned. If your child(ren) would
like to participate or you have any questions,
please contact Leslie Hall at 614-557-6509
or lesliehall55@gmail.com. Leslie Hall,
Nikki Hall, Kay Knode, and Sadie Carlson
will be working with the kids during
class/craft time.

(More pictures on the next page)




Lenten donation mission support for 2026

This year, donations from the Wednesday evening Lenten services will be
given to Compassionate Hope Philippines Children’s Rescue. Specifically we
will be supporting the Rees family.

Jeremy and Brittanie Rees moved to the Philippines in January of 2025 to
support the two Villages of Hope there. Along with their two children,
Georgia (8) and Shiloh (4), they are serving on the island of Mindanao,
Philippines. Their growing location will eventually provide refuge to as many
as 200 children rescued from Online Sexual Exploitation, Human, and Cyber
Trafficking.

After 21+ years in the Army Reserves and 13 years in the non-profit sector
with Water Mission and Habitat for Humanity, Jeremy is trusting God’s
direction in using these and other skillsets to care for and provide servant-
leadership to the staff and children in the homes. Brittanie has served as the
Director of Children’s Ministry for Lighthouse Church North Charleston and

led international mission and ecotourism trips and has long felt the call to become a ‘mother to many’.

The Rees family has prayed and waited for many years for the opportunity to go, all the while listening to
God’s call to serve ‘the least of these’; they are full of joy and anticipation to see how they will be used.
Their journey is one marked by redemption and grace and they recognize that they have been ‘blessed to be
a blessing to the nations’. (Genesis 12:1-3). Donate online to the Rees at
https://compassionatehope.org/support-our-staff/the-rees-family/

For more information on Compassionate Hope and their mission, please visit their website at
https://compassionatehope.org/mission-statement/

12
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28 EIm Street

* Canal Winchester, OH 43110
Phone: 614-837-6689

www.peacecw.org
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23rd Sean Hierl
26th John Muller
28th Skylar Baker

3rd Nikki Hall 30th Mia Muller
4th Willow Noland

7th  Mary Barnhart

11th Jan Seabaugh

14th Jerry Seabaugh

15th Bobbie Rickrich
Solomon Patenaude

16th Becky Mosher-Wheeler

19th Bruce Tamte 1st Mike and Kit Steiff

21st Amy Murray 20th David and Lisa Schacht

22nd Amelia Coleman 25th Calvin and Marilou Poling
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